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m “We don’t sell motorcycles,”
stated an official of the Triumph
Corporation on our recent visit
to Baltimore to arrange a test of

the TR6R. He went on to say that
while our readers might be inter-

ested in technical aspects and
statistic sheets, they definitely

want one commodity in their ma-
chine . . . F'un. “That is what we
sell . . . better than anybody else.”

When someone gives us a point
as clear and opinionated as that
we (mentally) rub our palms and
lick our lips. To prove that per-
son wrong we go out of our way
to refute what he holds most
sacred . .. his own analysis. Reg-
ular readers of MCW know that,
in the past, one of our most sa-
distically pleasurable duties has
been the “what’s wrong with ...”

geries of road tests. It gives us a
chance to inform our readers of
shoddy design, execution or serv-
ice. Even more it lets us shake up
the “Old Guard” in the motor-
cycle industry by showing them
they've guessed wrong about you
and me.

When we were told where we
could pick up our test-machine,
we knew that Triumph wasn’t go-
ing to be easy to prove wrong.
They had selected the Hank Sleg-
ers Co, to “set-up” the test ma-
chine. We know Hank and his
master-mechanic, Jack Creelman.
They are motorcyle people of the
first rank; square-shooters and
unimpeachably honest. Not to
mention the fact that they’re
highly skilled. We had no
fears of the bike’s being “fid-
dled-with”; dishonesty is not in
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Here are three
 running shots of the
sweet-handling
smoothly-pow
I° TR6R at Bni
hampton Race Track
g8 This very bike turned
g fﬂ'Stt’h‘f HHH' Hf the dau
at the famed 2.87 mile
road-raciy ;

Slegers’ and Creelman’s scheme
of things. But we did know that,

for a change, no little diddly-bop
problems were going to crop up

to interfere with our road test.
The exact factory specs and qual-

ity control would be adhered to;
no more and no less!

This also put us on our toes;
since anything that would go
wrong would be a fault with a
properly set-up machine and
would have to be judged on that
basis. Feeling that we were up to
the task, we took possession of
the machine and headed for home.
The machine had 9 and 2/10
miles on the odometer . . . break-
ing it in was our responsibility.
We did not follow our normal test-
break-in procedure. We beat hell

out of that bike,
61
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Two views of the Bridgehampton circuit from the rear of the TR6R. Coming out
of the hairpin and accelerating for the gentle straight and curved section (above)
and (above right) rocketing down the “chute” before the last turn.

Having picked the bike up on a
Thursday night (and finding it
necessary to work for a living
Friday) Saturday morning found

us with only 58 miles on the odo-
meter. But, we were going to

change that . . . oh boy, yes! It
seems that a friend of ours had

invited us out to Bridgehampton
Race Track for the weekend. The

Madison Avenue Motoreyle Club
was having one of their “Boy-

Racer-Weekends” and we were
going.

We trucked two bikes out; the
TR6R and the Ducati SSS. We were
determined as hLell to break both
bikes in fast. (We cover our Du-
cati test elsewhere, so we won’t
go into any details about the SSS
350, here).

The only preparation given to
the Triumph was a topping-off of
gas, an oil and tire pressure
check, and the removal of the
air cleaner. We fitted up a 34
inch velocity stack to the 30mm
Amal Concentric 930 and got out
on the track.

Other than our first few orien-
tation laps on the 2.87 mile course

(which features a 3,000 foot
straightaway that drops intv a
very fast right-handturn) we
drove each lap progressively fast-
er. As other riders got a look at
the swift, throaty ‘single-carb-
Bonny” we received many _re-
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quests for rides on the Triumph.
Figuring “why not?,” we finally
let nine play-racers in all go out
and scratch around the course.
Now, anyone who knows anything
about machines, can tell you this
is a cardinal error. Suffice it to
say that our TR6R set the fastest
lap of the day, and that yours tru-
ly had a little dice with a ’68 Bon-
neville that was out there. The
results are interesting.

A fierce headwind was blowing
up the straightway, making it im-
possible to reach more than 6,800
rpm in third or fourth gears. We
were all sort of doing our thing
when I found myself behind the
Bonneville for a few laps. Notic-
ing that the rider of the Bonny
was doing more braking then
down-shifting through turns, I de-
vised a little plot. Coming off the
last turn before the straight I
I tromped it in 3rd gear and start-
ed my charge. The Bonneville had
been about 125 feet ahead of me
i fourth gear. (It’s also worthy
01 mention that I outweighed the
other rider by about 30 pounds)
I slowly crept up to and past the
Bonneville on the straight, read-
ing 95 mph on the speedo before
sitting up to slow slightly for
turn one. By this time the Bonne-
ville wag 10 yards behind and
never did repass me on the fol-
lowing laps we took.

While this is certainly not a
definitive comparison (as a road
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racer, I mix a mean martini) it
does show the capabilities of the
TR6R. One of the reasons, we felt,
was the new balance tube that
connects the exhaust headers
about two inches out from the
block. Since the cylinders fire al-
ternately, each exhaust cycle is
taken by two pipes, rather than
one. Besides providing a quieter
machine, the performance of the
bike is definitely improved. Our
TR6R had this advantage; the '68
Bonneville did not.

The fact that the TR6R and the
Bonneville are very closely relat-
ed also bears mention. The same
basic engine is modified for the
Bonneville with the addition of a
hotter cam and two carbs. Utiliz-
ing only a single carb permits the
TR6R much easier starting than
the Bonneville, whose fuel tank
is also much smaller than the
Tiger’s.

The R in TR6R stands for road.
As a result, the handling of the
Tiger must be mentioned. Beauti-
ful . . . consider it mentioned. As
to why it’s so good, read on.

Brakes, which are customarily
good on Triumphs, are better than
ever on our test model, The 8"
racing-developed double-leading-
shoe front brake is the same as
was used on the '68 650’g, but the
detail on the air-scooped unit is
modified. The brake actuation lev-
ers, which used to be parallel to
each other and are connected by a
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single rod (as they still are) had
the cable running directly to the
front lever which was actuated
by a rearward pull. The cable has
been re-routed down the right
front fork tube and the forward
lever, as a result, is actuated by
an upward pull. The whole affair
looks neater and is less likely to
get damaged (the cable that is).
Our test bikes brake felt very
mushy, but continually stopped

A profile shot of a very handsome machine. The well-upholst

The handsome front end on the Tiger. Note the Zener Diode
under the headlight; the rubber-gaitered front forks, and
the safety reflector under the tank. We also like the ignition
key position next to the light.

- 2

beautifully. We were told that the
Ferodo linings necessitated a long
“bedding-in” period and that the
unit was purposely adjusted for
this. The seven inch rear brake
was also fine, you could really
bind the wheel with it.

After about fifty fast miles
around Bridgehampton, the previ-
ously quiet valve train got loud-
er and louder as valve-lash be-
came pronounced. That is to be
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ered seat is just as comfortable as it looks.

expected, though, during break-
in. A simple adjustment will soon
put everything back into (rela-
tively) quiet shape.

The rear springs now have
open springing. Attractive, with-
out hurting the effectiveness of
the Girling 3-position units- The
front forks worked in an exem-
plary fashion. The shuttlecock
hydraulic damping-valve works
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Ezxzposed 3prz'ng£n§ on the rear shocks are another '69 Triumph
style change. Also visible are the effective and good-looking
mufflers, folding passenger pegs and centerstand (not in use in photo).

The very neat flip-up seat is shown here. Battery and
otl-filler are located wunder this unit.
of a dipstick to the cap of the oil tank, new on the '69 650s.

very positively and, almost as a
bonus, removes the need for
springs, washers, or even a screw-
down adjuster,

The frame is strong; basically
a single downtube that “Y’s” at
the front engine mount and con-
tinues under and up to the swing-
ing arm pivot. The backbone tube,
which also ends at the swinging
arm pivot, starts at the steéring
head. This configuration, coupled
with the large diameter tubing,
provides a rigid and vibration-
free frame. The Zener Diode re-
maing in its protected position
under the headlight just ahead of
the fork tubes.

Since we’ve touched on the elec-
trics we might as well describe
them. They are units provided by
that venerable English firm, Lu-
cas (spelled LOUSY). The
headlight hi and low beams went
out on our bike and were fitfull
before that. The hi beam indica-
tor light was indecisive and in-
secure, coming on or going off at
whim. The Ammeter light resem-
bled nothing so much as a high-
speed ping pong match, with high
speed not being necessary to set

tile little needle off on its lonely
6

N

search for a corner.

In contrast, the Smith’s ta-
chometer and speedometer/odom-
eter with trip-reset lever were
acurate and consistent. It certain-
ly shows that someone at Triumph
knows something. Only where
was he when the salesman/de-
monstrator for Lucas paid his
nefarious call at the Triumph
base in England . . , out for tea?
On a machine that sells for about
$1,260.00 it’s inexcusable to use
inferior electrical equipment.
Where’s the “Fun” in that
Triumph?

Speaking of fun, one person
who seemed to have it was a rider
we knew only as “Charger.” Set-
ter of the fastest lap and seeming-
ly the most adept non-factory rid-
er at Bridgehampton that week-
end, Charger offered some com-
ments on the TR6R. He liked the
handling, braking and power very
much. The Dunlop Gold Seals
stuck very well, acording to him,
and the entire unit provided him
with enough enjoyment to allow
us to persuade him to pose for
pictures and finally take us for a
high-speed tour of the course to
take pictures from behind him.
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We liked the addition

Vo

About his only negative comment
concerned the gearbox. “Too
stiff, missed a number of 3rd
to 4th shifts . . . but it does seem
to be loosening up.” We checked
out what he said and found that
the one down, three up gearbox
did have a tendency to grind
when going from neutral into
first, but by the time we reclaim-
ed the bike, most gearbox prob-
lems caused by stiffness had been
ironed out.

The battery and oil tank filler
are located under the seat of the
big twin in a very fastidious fash-
ion. The seat is released by pull-
ing a knob and is kept from flap-
ping all the way over by a steel
cable secured to the sub-frame.
One touch which we appreciated
during our look under the seat
was the closed-tube run-off pipe
for battery acid. Unlike earlier
models which could spit out cor-
rosive juices in a haphazard way,
this inexpensive attachment runs
down in front of the rear wheel
and lets any battery run-off drib-
ble harmlessly onto the tarmaec.

When we were done at Bridge-
hampton we found that our speed-
ometer/odometer unit now read
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232 miles. This meant that 174
miles of mostly flat-out running
had been the steady diet of the
Tiger; which rumbled on unhalt-
ingly. We put about 60 miles of
traffic time onto the odo, and felt
that rather than bothering our
red and chrome machine, the fast
break-in had made it more tract-
able. It idled well, never flooded
or bogged down and remained a
one or two kick starter with gas
mileage at about 40 miles per
gallon.

About the only unexpected
problem we had was an oil leak.
We say unexpected since Triumph
has tightened up its quality con-
trol and doesn’t leave those cute
little spots on the cement any
more . . . usually. But, there be-
neath our test bike was an oil
leak and we were really disap-
pointed ; we had been totally won
over by our test bike. Further
investigation succeeded in dispell-
ing the cloud of gloom that had
settled over our magazine garage,
however. It seems that the
pounding that we had given the
bike had succeeded in loosening
up one (and only one) nut on the
bike. The nut which holds the

The 8 inch front brake is a real grabber. The exhaust balance-pipe can be

seen in this shot, as well. We found the Dunlop Gold Seals to be very good

tires in most conditions.

electrical oil pressure gauge fit-
ting into the crankcase, of all
things. Now, why in the world
Triumph wanted this gauge in
the first place we don’t know . . .
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particularly since the TR6R had
already been fitted with a mecha-
nical gauge. But, anyway, the
gauge nut had been loose for some
time and had bled into the rubber
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boot which covers the attachment.
Finally the oil had started to
dribble out, covering our floor. It
is important to note here, how-
ever, that tightening secured the
fix and that at no time in three
weeks of testing had the cases or
fittings (other than the above-
mentioned) shown even the
slightest tendency to leak.
Triumph thinks of the TR6R
as a touring bike and we can easi-
ly concur. The seat (comfortable)
footpegs (well-placed) handle-
bars (western style) and other
acoutrements all combine to pro-
duce a very relaxing and smooth
ride. Quick, too. We tested our
machine from zero to 60 and
produced a best e.t. of 6.4 seconds.
Our quarter mile was covered in
14.1 seconds at 93 mph even.
The other things that a Tri-
umph provides, such as the new
front brake/rear light actuation
but a tool kit that doesn’t supply
all the wrench sizes necessary to
tighten the (too) many different
sizes of nuts and bolts on the bike
is a “win a few, lose a few” pro-
position to our way of thinking.
Getting back to our way of
thinking, stated at the beginning
of the test. We tried, oh lordy,
how we tried; to prove a point
about the Triumph 650cc TR6R.
But in the end we were singing
the praises of this bike as loudly
as anyone. And you know why?
Well, brothers, we had FUN! @
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The instrumentati

A last look at a fleet and dependable machine.
Probably the view most other bike riders will see most
often. Take note of the quality of finish.
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on is good in the case of the Smiths
Tach and Speedo. Terrible in regard to the Lucas
Ammeter. Lever visible at right is the choke.
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